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a few Months ago at Boſton in New 
England, where the Small Pox ra- 
= ged the latter End of laſt Summer 
with a Malignity little inferior to the Plague it 
ſelf; for out of fifteen or ſixteen thouſand, 
which is the Number of Inhabitants of that 
Town at preſent, there died throughout the 
whole Month of October, no leſs than one 
hundred a Week. The Diſtemper began about 
Midſummer, and not having viſited the Town 


for nineteen Years before, the People were 


quickly in a Conſternation; Trade was at aſtand, 
the Churches were unfrequented, the general 
Aſſembly and Courts of Judicature removed 


to diſtant Places, and All that were in Circum- 
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ſtances endeavour d ( fly from the Infection: 
In this melancholy Situation of Affairs, one 
of the Miniſters publifh'd an Addreſs to the 
Phyſicians of the Town, recommending the 
177 Method of Inoculating the Small Pow, 

as publiſh'd ſome Vears ago among the Philo Soſa: 
phical Tranſaftions of the Royal Society, 
they rejected the Propoſal, and the Writer was 
rewarded with the Inſults of the People. 
| We have no certain Account in Hiſtory of 
the Inventor of this Method; but Dr. Pylarini, 
Venetian Conſul at Smyrna, ſays, it was firſt 
diſcovered in that Part of Greece call'd Theſſaly, 
and from thence brought to Conſtantinople; 
that it was ptactiſed only among the lower 
ſort of People till the Vear 1701, when the 
Small Pox being very mortal in the City, a 
great. many Noble Families among the Greeks 

bmitted to it; but the Turks aſcribing all 
Events to Fate, for that Reaſon refus d to come 
into it. | 

Pr. Timoni Phy ſician at Conſtantinople, in 
his Letter to the Royal Society dated December 
1713, adds that the Method of Inoculating the 
Small Pox had been introduc'd into Con/tants- 
nople about forty Y cars before, by the Cireafe- 
ans, Georgians, and other Inhabitants of Aſia; 
aud that for the laſt eight Years it had been prac- 
tiſed with ſuch Succeſs upon ſome thouſands of 
Perſons of all Ages, Sexes, and Conſtitutions, 
hat not one of them had dy d, tho at the ſame 
Ref the me N ſo weinen., that half 
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1: the Perſons who were ſciz'd with it in the or- 
ic dinary Way, miſcarried. +. | au! 
* Tis but very lately that this Practice has been 
* introduced into theſe Parts of Europe, the firſt 
x, Example among us was in April laſt, when the 
3. Lady MWartley Mountague (ent for Mr. Maitland, 
at who had — Surgeon to the Honourable 
as Wortley Montague, Eſq; when he was Ambaſe 
ſador at the Ottoman Port, and acquainted him 
of with her Reſolutions of having the Small Pox 
1, inoculated on her Daughter, an Infant of abour 
ſt four or five Years old; Mr. Maitland had per- 
2 form d the Operation on her only Son, about 4. 
J Years before at Conſtantinople with ſuch Suc- 
er ceſs, that the Lady was reſolv d to ſubmit her 


33 Daughter to it: He accordingly engraſted the 
a Small Pox in both her Arms; the Child con- 
bs tinued eaſy and well till the tenth Night, except 
il a few little Spots and Fluſhings, but then began 
Ie to be hot and feyeriſh ; the next Morning the 

Small Pex appeat d, ripen'd and went off in 


in a few Days, the Child being ſo well as to 
7 ay about the Room all the while. Next | 
8 th he perform d the Operation on the only | 
15 Son of a learned Phyſician in London, and 9 
2 in the Month of Auguſt following, in Obedi- | 
1 ence to their Royal Highneſſes Commands, he 1 
C- engraſted the Small Pox on ſix of the con- i 
f demned Criminalsat Newgate, in the Preſence a. 
1 of ſeveral eminent Phyſicians, Surgeons, and 1 
I others; of which He has given the World a | 
if very particular Account. eee 4 
7 : | 
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In a Letter Frcs New England lately pub- 
nin d by Mr. Dummer, the Author acquaints 
us, that He had met with ſeveral African Ne- 
groes, who aſſured him that the Method of in- 


oculating the Small Pox was ſo generally prac- 


tiſed in their Country, that when our Euro- 


peam Traders on the Coaſt of Guinea, happen d to 


buy any Slaves that had not had the Diſtemper, 
they uſually ſent them a Shore to be Inocula- 
ted, that they might come to a better Market 
in the Meſt Indies; for a Proof of which they 
ſnew d him the Marks of the Inciſions on their 
Arms; but the Truth of this Relation depend- 

ing chiefly upon the Teſtimony of Negroes, I 


ſhould think it worth while to conſult ſome of 


our Engliſb Traders to thoſe * before we 
give entire Credit to it. 

Tis certain however, that upon the Credit 
of ſome of the foremention'd Relations, Dr. 
Boylfton one of the Phyſicians of Boſton ven- 

turd to introduce the [noculation, into that 
— about Midſummer laſt; He firſt tryed 
the Experiment on two of his Ges, and then 
upon his Son, a Child of about five or ſix Years 
old, with all the Succeſs He could deſire: but 
it js incredible to think what a Storm of Re- 

proach fell upon the Doctor within a few Days 
or his bold Attempt : The reft of the Phyſi- 
cians publiſh'd it as their Opinion, . That the 
Inoculation was prejudicial to the Welfare 
« of Mankind, that it had proved the Death 


< of ſome, and had brought incurable Diſtem- 


2 18 upon enen, as appear d by innumerable 
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(373 
« Inſtances; ” One of them, a Frenthman, 


made Affidavit, That about twenty five 


« Years ago, he had ſeen thirteen Soldiers 
« jn the French Army inoculated ; of whom 
< four died, ſix recovered, with abundance 


«0x Trouble, and the other three found no 
. Effect of it upon them.” He added, 
That at the Battle of Almanga, two Muſ- 


* covite Soldiers had been inoculated, one 
of whom recovered, but the other dyed 
in ſix Weeks Time, his Body being prodi- 
« giouſly ſwell'd, and his Lungs ulcerated, 
« And that in Flanders, about twenty Years 
« ago, a Captain under his Cure for the Small 
« Pox, told him that he had been inoculated 
« five or ſix Times, without any other Ef- 
te fe@ than an incurable Ulcer in one of his 
« Arms.” This was publiſh'd in the News 
Papers here at London; but who can believe, 
that an Experiment of this Nature ſhould be 
ſo often repeated, and that there ſhould not 
be a Man in theſe Parts of the World that 
ſhould hear of its being performed in Europe, 
till within theſe three or four Years? Do Sol- 
diers uſe to take ſuch Care of their Health ? 
Or is the Camp a proper Place for ſuch an 
Operation? If the Inoculation had been per- 
form'd upon them, only as an Experiment, 
tis ſtrange that no publick Notice ſhould be 
taken of it, when it had ſuch fatal Conſe- 
quences : But that which effeQually deſtroys 
the Credit of this Teſtimony is, that if it 
were true, the New Method * have been 
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(8) 
praiſed in ſeveral! Parts of Europe, before 
it was taken Notice of at Conſtantinople it (elf, 
However, this — Affidavit had ſuch an 
Influence upon the People, that Dr. Boylſton 
was inſulted as he walk'd the Stteets; ſome 
of his Neighbours threatned to bring an In- 
dictment of Felony againſt him, for catrying 
the Infection from one part of .the Town to 
the other; and at length, the Juſtices of the 
Town, and the Select Mey, fummoncd him 
before them; and having ſeverely reprimand- 
ed him for his Raſhneſs, forbad him to pro- 
ceed; it being the general Opinion at that Time, 
that the Inocrulation wou'd prove the Forc- 
rage? of the Flapue; fe 

But to deſtroy the Credit of the New Me- 
thod more effectually, there was publiſh'd a- 
bout the fame Time, in the Boſton News- 
Letrer, aft indecent Satire, wherein the Au- 
thor, after having inveighed bitterly againſt 
the Jnoculatiun, calling it Nirted and Felv- 
nibus, and compating it to the Infuſton of 
the moſt venomous Poiſon into the Blood; 
at length refers the Caſe to the Divines, cal- 
ling upon them to anſwer the following 
Queſtion, Mpether the truſting more to the 
groundleſs Contrivances of Men, than to out 
Preſerver in the ordinary Courſe of Natnre, 
be lvunſtent with that Devotion and Subjer- 
tion we oe to the Alkwiſe Providence of 
God Almighty ? Six of the Divines had the 
Courage to give a publick Anſwer to this 
Queſtion, net much to the Satisfaction 
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that by the End of September, about eighty 


n 
the Enquirer: But they fared no better than 
the Doctor, for after this, they were inſulted 
in the Streets, and were hardly ſafe in their 
own Houſes. The Affair of the Inoculation 
became at length a Party Cauſe, the Gover- 
nor and the Court declaring on one Side, and 
the Country on the other: And tis incredible 
(ſays my Correſpondent) to imagine, how 
much the Affections of the honeſt and ſobet 
People of the Town were alienated from 
their Miniſters, only for their Attempts to 
ſave their Lives. 3 85 

But the Doctor, being thus ſupported by 


the Divines, reſolved to proceed in his Prac- 


tice, notwithſtanding the Menaces of the 
Juſtices, and Select Men of the Town, and 
the Number of his Patients encreas d ſo faſt, 


had paſs d under the Operation, and all re- 
covered but one, who had manifeſtly taken 


the InfeQion the common Way before. But 


the Clamours of the People were fo inſuffer- 
able, and the Reports that were ſpread about 
Town, of the deplotable Circumſtances of 
the Doctor's Patients, ſo injurious to his Re- 
putation, that they thought themſelves obli- 
ged to publiſh an Advertiſement in the Ga- 
Sette, to ſatisfy the People of their Safety, 
and the Proſpects they had of a ſpeedy Re- 
covery. By the middle. of December, the 
number of the Inoculated amounted to two: 
hundred and fifty, of whom four are dead. 
Mr. Maitland alſo _ that he knows 


* 


610 ) 
One that had miſcarried under the Inoculati- 
on at Conſtantinople ; but he adds, that it was 
thro the Raſhneſs and Inadvertency of the 
Surgeon x. 

At length the Method of Inoculating grew 
into ſuch Repute, that ſeveral who were ill 
of the Diſtemper in the ordinary Way, deſir- 
ed to have the Small-Pox of the kinder Sort 
engrafted on them. Of this Number there 
have been about ten or twelve, who, though 
they did not come off ſo well as they would 
have done if they had been inoculated ſooner, 
yet were very ſenſibly relieved by the Ingraft- 
ment; and tis now the Opinion of the moſt 
wiſe and conſiderate Perſons in the Town, 
that if they had gone into this Method ſoon- 
er, they might have prevented, in a great 
meaſure, the Confuſions of the Country, and 
by the Bleſſing of God, have ſaved hundreds 
of Lives. 

All that have writ upon the Subject of In- 
oculat ing the Small. Pox, agree in the Method 
of performing the Operation, which is thus; 
The Fariolous Matter is obtained from a 
young Perſon of a healthy Conſtitution, who 
has the Small-Pox of the diſtin Kind, by 
pricking ſome of the Tubercules with a Needle, 
about the thirtcenth Day of his Illneſs, and 
preſſing a convenient Quantity of Matter out 
of them into a warm Glaſs; the Glaſs is then 


carried by a third Perſon, in his warm Boſom, 


Au of Troculating the Small-Pox, p. 12. 
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to the Houſe of the Perſon to be Inoculated; 


The Patient being in a warm Chamber, 
the Operator makes a ſlight Inciſion into the 
Arm and Leg, little more than Skin deep, 
and then takes a Bit of Lint dipt in the infect- 
ed Matter, and puts it into the Wound; or elſe 
drops a ſmall Quantity of the Variolous Mat- 
ter directly into it, taking care to mix it with 
the Blood. The Part is then coverd with a 
Plaiſter of Diachylon, to keep it cloſe for a 
Day or two, and is then dreſt from Time to 
Time, like an Iſſue. 

Tis not my Deſign in this Place to ſhew the 
Effects of this Operation upon the Patient, 
the Reader may expect them in the following 
Narrative; I ſhall only obſerye, that the Di- 
ſtemper proves generally of the ſame Kind 
with that of the Perſon, from whom the Va- 
riolous Matter is derivd ; that tho in the Le- 
vant the Inoculated had ſeldom above twen- 


ty or thirty Puſtules, in New England few 


eſcaped without ſome hundreds; and Mr. Mait- 
land ſays fome of his Patictits have had two 
thouſand * ; but whether they have more or 
les, they are never pitted, except in the Places 


of Inciſion, ſo that the Complexion is always 


preſerved ; that ſometimes the Patient has no 
Puſtules, but about the place where the Inci- 
ſions are made, and tis generally obſerved, 
that the greater the Diſcharge of Matter at 
the Inciſions, the fewer are the Irruptions in 
other places; and ſo on the contrary. That 
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the Patient has no ſecond Fever at the Turn 
of the Diſtemper, and little or no — 4 
provided he kecp himſelf warm, and uſe a 
temperate Diet; and that the Operation is e- 

qually ſafe at all Times of the Vear. It. 
<« appears to me ſſays my learned Friend at 
Boſton) « a wonderful Work of God; Na- 
«<'ture works uniformly in the Thing, and 
<« with equal Footſteps of Wiſdom and Good- 
ce nels; the Oil which would produce a Flame, 


„ and the Matter for more Puſtules, runs out 


* at the little Sores, by which means the firſt 


4 Fever is moderated, and the ſecond. entite- 


ly prevented. 

But that which dekctves the * of 
Gentlemen, who! would recommend this Prac- 
tice to the World, is to ſarisfy- us, that thoſe 
who have been Inoculated are i ſecure from 
catching the Diſtemper in the common Way 


aſterwards. For Pylaæriai in his Letter to the 
Royal Society, confeſſes, that in ſome that 


have been Inoculated, the Inciſions have pro- 
duced no Small Pox at all, and: that theſe Per- 


. fons have afterwards had the Niſtemper in the 
common Way, and been handled with it like 


other People; tho Mr. Maitland boldly af- 


| firms, that the Operation never faild him, 


nor any one elſe that he knows of, nor does 
be believe it cver can, when duly perform'd 
on Perſons that have never had it before: I 
acknowledge, however, that this Gentleman 
has ſaid a great deal towards ſatisfying the 
tarementioned agu, namely, Whether 


Perſons 
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Perſons who have been once Inoculated, may 
have the Small Pox in the common Way 12 
terwards? He tells us, That when he 
was at Conſtantinople, in the Lear 1717, he 
enquired particularly into this Fact; and was 
aſſured, by all the Practitioners in thoſe Parts, 
« That there was not an Inſtance known; of 
4 one's being ever infected, who had had any 
“ Puſtules at all how few ſoever rais d by Ino- 
6c culation, tho for a farther Tryal, ſeveral had 
* been once and again engrafted, and others 
«< alſo had been confin d to the Room, and in 
e 'the ſame Bed too with the Infected. He 
adds farther, that © He himſelf has made open 
and repeated Tryals on one of the inocula- 
„ted Criminals at Newpare, Eltz. Harriſon, 


« a Girl of about 19 Years old, and who had 


* the feweſt Irruptions of any of the Six that 
t ere inoculated, but had a more than ordi- 
* nary diſcharge at the Inciſions. I firſt em- 
« ploy'd her (ſays he,) in Chriſts Hoſpital 
<« arHertford.as a Nurſe to a Servant Maid who 
« was very full of the Small Pox ; ſhe attend- 
ed her during the whole Courſe of her IIl- 
<<: neſs, and afterwards attended one of the 
4 Boys, with whom ſhe lay every Night in the 


4 Bed, from the Beginning of the Diſtemper 


4 to the End of it, without the leaſt Symp- 
©. roms of the Diftemper upon her ſelf.” But 
Jam ſtill of Opinion, that Experiments of this 
Nature ſhould be frequently repeated, that a 
Fact of ſuch Conſequence to the Succeſs of 

*-P.6 t P. 1B 
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the new Method, may be atteſted by a greater 
if Number of Witneſſes. 

1 Tho the Author of the following Narrative 
| is not a Phyſician, He is a Gentleman of as 
much Learning and good Senſe as any in 
New England; He attended the Sick in Qua- 
| lity of a Divine, and having declard himſelf 
i early in Favour of the new Method, was the 
0 more exact and curious in his Obſervations, of 
li the various Effects it produced in them that 
ſubmitted to it ; I have therefore communica- 
ted to the Publick his Account, as I receivd 
it; and the Reader will obſerve an agreeable 
Mixture of Hiſtory, and Philoſophy running 
0 thro it. It was a bold Attempt for a Perſon 
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of his Character to publiſh an Eſſay of this 
Nature, at a Time when the People were ſo | 
enrag d againſt the Inoculation ; Some Allow- 
ances therefore muſt be made for the length of 
his Apology at the Beginning, and ſome warm 
M Expreſlions in other Parts of his Performance. 
1 The Letter that follows was deſign d for the 
1 Uſe of the common People, and is therefore 
[ fitted to their Capacities : It contains a Reply, 
to the chief Objections againſt the Inoculation, 
from Principles of Conſcience, ſome of which 
relate to the particular Circumſtances of the 
People of Boſton at that time, and others 
are of a more general Nature: The Anſwers 
J think are clear and ſolid, but whether they 
are ſufficient to cncourage conſcientious and 
tender Parents, to provide for the ſafety of their 
Children this Way, muſt be left to the Judg- 
ment 


( 15 ) 
ment of eyery Reader : Some may think, ſe- 
veral of the Objections mention d in the Letter 
weak and trifling, which at the ſame time, may 
have a conſiderable Influence on Perſons of a 
lower Capacity; but a Caſuiſt in this Caſe muſt 
condeſcend to the Weak. For my own Part, 
Iam far from wondring at the Oppoſition 
of the common People of Boſton, againſt a 
Practice ſo new, and of ſuch an extraordi- 
nary Nature. Some, no doubt, were ated by 
others from behind the Scenes ; Others had con- 
ſcientious Scruples in their Mind, and a great 
many oppos'd it, out of a Regard to the Pub- 
lick Good, being apprehenſive of the Conſe- 
quences of ſpreading an Infection, which ought 
rather to have been ſtifled ; and I muſt confeſs, 
that this Objection has its weight with me: For 
its certain the Small Pox is as infectious in the 
Inoculated, as in thoſe who have it in the ordi- 
nary Way. Mr. Maitland obſerves, that ſoon 
after He had engrafted. the Small Pox on one of 
Mr. Balls Children of Hertfordſhire, ſix of 
his domeſtick Servants took it ; ſome of whom 
had the Diſtinct Sort, others the Continued, 
and others the Confiuent ; that one of them 
died, and another very narrowly eſcap'd : He 
adds farther, that an Infant of about 4 Months 
old that was ſucking at Mrs. Heath's Breaſt, 
whilſt ſhe nurs d her two Sons who had been in- 
oculated, took the Diſtemper, and in duetime 
_ recovered. Now as this is a Proof, that the 
true and Genuine Small Pox are produc'd by the 
Ingraftment ; it is with me likewiſe a very good 
| | ea- 


(46) 
Reaſon, againſt cartying the Diſtemper into 
Country Towns, and Villages, where it has 
not been before; or into private Families, with- 
out the Conſent and Approbation of all that 
are in Danger; but when the Small Pox is Ma- 
lignant, and has ſpread it ſelf into all Quarters 
of the Place where we live, ſo that it is great 
odds but we ſhall be viſited with it, and when 
we are not in Circumſtances to remove from 
it; we may then certainly make uſe of the beſt 
Means we are acquainted with, to paſs ſafely 
thro it: So that if I had been at Boſton in the 
Time of the late dreadful Calamity, and had 
ſeen the happy Effects of the net Metbod, on 
a variety of Subjects, I believe I ſhould have de- 
clared in favour of the Inoculation, under ſuch 
proper Regulations as ſhould have prevented 
their receiving any Detriment from i it, who did 


not apptove of it. 


It may be ſome may apiece the publiſh. 
Wie thele Papers necdleſs, after the exact Ac- 
count that Mr. Maitland has given of his Prac- 
tice here at London, and in Hertfordſpire z but 
the new Method of Inoculating being now the 
Subject of moſt People's Enquiry, I think every 
Thing relating to it ſnould be made Publick. 
Several of our Phyſicians of the beſt Character 
in Town have declar d in Favour of it, and their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of 
Wales, whioſc ſteady Regard to the Welfare 
of our Nation, both in private and publick 


Life, has made them the Admiration and De- 


light of all true Lovers of their Country, have 
I | appoint- 


if 
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inted new Experiments to be made tor 
the Satisfaction of ſuch who are willing to 
enquire farther into it: But inaſmuch as the 
chief Scene of Action has been hitherto in 
New England, there having been more 
Perſons inoculated. in the ſingle Town of 
Boſton within theſe ſix Months, than in all 
Europe, it ſeems no leſs reaſonable and neceſſary 
that we ſhould be acquainted with the Method 
and Succeſs of this Practice among them, as 
well as among our ſelves; and this is the true 
Reaſon of ſending theſe Papers to the Preſs. 

I have only acted the Part of an Hiſtorian ; 
but I ſhould be very glad, if ſome ingenious and 
learned Gentleman would oblige the World 
with the Phzloſophy of this new Practice, by 
enquiring into the Nature and Quality of Va- 
riolous Infection, and traceing it thro” all the 
Changes and Alterations it makes in rhe Blood, 
While it remains mixt with it, and after tis 
thrown out of it; for certalniy the whole Maſs 
of Blood muſt undergo a conſiderable Altera- 
tion by the Small Pox, ſince it is not ſuſceptive 
of the like Infection afterwards. And I am not 
without hopes, that Dr. Bohlſton, Phy ſician at 
Boſton, may be preyail'd with, to give the 
World a particular Account of the Remarks 
and Obſervations he has made on this Part of 
his Practice for the laſt fix Months; the various 
Appearances of the Diſtemper in different Sub- 
jects; what He apprehends to be the Reaſon of 
the Death af zor 4 of the Inoculated ; and what 


viſible ſervice the Ingraftment did to them who 
had 


( 18 
had catch'd the Diſtemper in the ordinary Way 
before. By ſuch Eſſays as theſe, the Subject of 
Tnoculating the Small Pox will be ſet in a clear 
Light, and the World will be able to judge, in a 
very little Time, whether it will prove ſervice- 
able or prejudicial tothe Welfare of Mankind. 
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INoCULATING the SMALL Pox. 
in New Hngland. 


By Mr. CO L M A N. 


HE NI firſt had the Account of 
this common Practice in the Le- 
vant, and of the wonderful Suc- 
ceſs of it, there, given by Gentle- 
men of Learning, to ſuch a Body 
as that of the Royal Society in London, I — 
not but give Credit to their Teſtimony, in a 
Matter of Fact whereof they were Eye · Wit⸗ 
neſſes. Immediately the /;z#/e Philoſophy Lam 
Maſter of led me into the apparent Reaſons 
of the Thing. The more rcadily and eaſily 
theſe occurr d to me, the more I was affected 
with the Goodneſs of God Almighty therein, 
to a miſerable World. I immediately thought 
with my ſelf, and ſaid to ſome Superior Per- 
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ſons in the Town, (who poſlibly may remem- 
ber it), What an aſtoniſhing Mercy to Us in 
this Land, this Diſcovery of a Gracions Pro- 
Vidence might prove. The more I mus'd up- 
on the Thing, and diſcours'd upon it, the more 
Light I had, or ſeem'd to my ſelf to have. It 
appeard to me as rational as it was ſurpriz- 
ing, and gave me great Pleaſure in the Proſpect 
of ſo great a Benefit to Mankind, For J had 
not forgot the Terrors of the S Por, when 
it was here the two laſt Times, nineteen, and 
near thirty Years ſince; tho it was nothing ſo 
mortal either time, as it had been before, (1678, 
and has been now again. Beſides, it being 
now nineteen Years ſince the Snall Pox had 
been in the Town, it gave us a very dreadful 
Proſpect of Diſtreſs and Deaths, whenever it 
ſhould come among us ; all the Children, and 
all the young People born in the Town, or 
come into it from the Country, within that 
long Term of Time, having it before them. 
Now in proportion to the Diſtreſs foreſeen 
and expected by us, my Joy naturally roſe up- 

on the Diſcovery of ſuch a Way of Relief, as 
ſeem' d opening before us, by the Favour of 
I mom ns — In this Simplicity of Heart, (I 
ſpeak before God who ſearches it) I gave in- 
to a kind Opinion of this New Method; my 
Affection to my Country, and the ſaving the 
Lives of my People, being the ſole Motive 
to me, under the Glory that ſhould thence re- 
dound unto the Name of God. I freely 

on my Thoughts in Company, and on Oc- 
1 caſions 


6210 
caſions as it ſeem'd proper to me; and when 
ſome publickly demanded of us, Whether Peo- 


ple could truft m God, in uſmg this Means of 


Self-preſervation ? I openly anſwer'd (among 
wy Brethren) in the Affirmative, that I judg'd 
they might. This was after that Dr. Boylſtone 
had begun the Practice, which I never put him 
upon, nor had I Light to diſſuade him from 
it. According to my Hope and Expectation 
it ſucceeded; altho' the firſt Experiment was 
the moſt diſcouraging ; for Mrs. Boy/ſtone be- 
ing in the Country, and the Doctor taken up 
abroad among his Paticnts, the Children were 
too much expoſed and neglected; and from my 
Houſe, (which faces into the Doctor's Yard) 
one of them was ſeen, three or four Days af- 
ter their being Inoculated, dabling in the cold 
Water under the Gutter. This or the like 
Diſorders in the firſt Inoculated Child, threw 
him, as well they might, into a high and 
threatning Fever. The Cauſe was apparent to 
the Doctor; and ſo did not diſcourage him, 
nor at all diſgrace the Practice, with us that ſaw 
it, It was a Pleaſure however, to ſee that the 
Small Pox might be communicated, as the 
Gentlemen from the Levant had informed us. 
The next Experiments were made with more 
Care, and accordingly more anſwered the Ac- 


counts which they had given us, of a very /ight 


Fever, and few Puſtules. By this Time the 
Town was full of the Sickneſs, and the Deaths 
that began to multiply, led a few more into 
this Means of Safety ; as they hop'd, by the 

. | Fayour 
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Favour of God to find it. The Bleſſing of 
God went along with it; they found Eaſe and 
Sweetneſs, and lay praiſing God on their Beds, 
or rather, ſat up in their Chairs doing ſo. 
Their Friends ſtood ſmiling about them: Their 
Tongues were filled with Laughter, and ours 
with Thankſgiving, on their account, when 
we went to ſee em. We ſaw them recover faſt ; 
the communicated Diſtemper working uni- 
formly upon them, and as one would deſire. 
We ſaw this with Wonder, and Joy at what 
God had wrought for us. We ſaw Scores thus 
recover, even as many as went into the happy 
Practice; and it appear d to us more and more 
to be the Lord's Doing, and marvellous in our 
Eyes. They were as diſcreet and religious a 
Number of People, and Perſons of as good 
Senſe and Underſtanding, and of as much Cau- 
tion and Fear as their Neighbours, who made 
theſe Experiments; and they did it with Meek- 
neſs and Humility, Patience and Silence, and 
many Prayers, under much Provocation from 
too many. Only one Gentlewoman has yet di- 
ed, out of an hundred, who have now paſſed 
thro the Operation. But as you muſt needs 
ſuppoſe, in a Town. fo full of Infection as this 
has been, ſome ten or twelve of this Number 
appear d to have taken the Infection in the com- 
mon Way, (among whom the Perſon deceas d 
was evidently one) and accordingly they had 
it of the confluent Kind, or in a Fulneſs of the 
Aiſtinct Sort, not known among the Inoculated 
in the Levant. This will be ſo far from ſeem- 
q Ing 


| ( 23 ) 
ing ſtrange to you, that indeed it would be next 
to 4 Miracle, had it been otherwiſe. At the 
ſame time it muſt be allow d, that a good num- 
ber of thoſe that paſſed ſo favourably thro the 
Inoculation, would probably have had it very 
favourably in the common Way: But that ſo 
many ſhould paſs ſo favourably and ea/ily, as well 
as ſafely, thro the Inoculation ; while their 
Neighbours had ſo many in every hundred that 
fuffer'd ſo much, as well as died; is a ſufficient! 
Diſtinction put by Providence on the Method 
which we praiſe God for; and commend unto 
others, as God has commended it unto us. 
For my own Part I would not willingly, (at 
leaſt unneceſlarily)fayaWord that ſhouldgrieve,; 
much leſs offend any one, in this preſent 
Eſſay, which I honeſtly mean to ſerve my 
Country, and not provoke my Neighbours. I 
have no Intereſt to ſerve by appearing for this 
Practice; but the contrary. If I knew any 
thing in prejudice againſt it, which might , 
be ſaid, God knows I would offer it. Boſton 
can now little be ſerv d by it, to what it might” 
have been a few Months paſt, and I may ſeem 
to have been too long ſilent. But what I have 
ſeen of this dreadful Viſitation, from one ficks 
and dying Chamber to another, (and it may be 
ſcarce any one has ſeen more) awakens me now 
to write for the fake of other Towns, where the 
Sickneſs is prevailing,” or whither it may come; 
that they may not put from them the Mercy of 
God in this particular, as it ſeems to me that or 
have done. I can call upon my Bret int * the 
| ini- 


LAGS 

Mmiſtersof Boſton, whothe moſt of them hon 
at times, paſs'd from the many fad Spectacles of 
Woe, Corruption, Anguiſh and Difttration,to 
the Chambers of the Inoculated, to ſay in what 
eaſe and ſweetneſs, and ſerenity theſe have lay. 
As the paſſing out of Darkneſs into Light, or 
from a tempeſtuous Sea into a calm Haven, or 
from a Place of Horror into a Garden of Plea- 
ſure, ſo it has been to us. A thouſand Com- 
pariſons here offer themſelves to mind which 1 
ſuppreſs becauſe they would ſeem odious to 
ſome, however juſt in themſelves. - 

I come now to ſay, I bat I have ſeen in 
the Chambers of the Inoculated ; for I have 
made it my Buſineſs to viſit (ome of them, and 
to obſerve the Work of God to his Praiſe ; and 
what I blame-in others is, that they have not 
viſited them, and without prejudice or Paſſion, 
or tegard to any private Intereſt or Pique, in- 
form d themſelves as they might eaſily have done 
of this great Thing which God has brought to 
light in our Day; and if I may ſerve to ſet it in 
any true light before others, I ſhall account Up 
ſelf. honour'd of God therein. 

Know then, that the Inciſions, which the Dr. 
makes in the Arm or Leg, are the leaſt you can 
well imagine, and but Skin deep; the Quanti- 
ty of the Variolaus Matter, which I have ſeen 
him uſe to good Effect, has been but a-ſingle 
and very ſmall Dtop upon a bit of Lint. After 
twenty four Hours we threw it entirely away and 
put on a Dreſſing of Cabbage Leaf from Day to 
e. For ſix, and —— cight Days, the Pa- 

> tient 
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tient continues perfectly well; then a gentle Fe. 


ver riſes, accompanied with all the Symptoms 
of the Small Pox, but in a low Degree, an ach- 
ing Head and Back, and Pains in the Bones, Cc. 
This makes him dull and heavy for a Day ar 
two, and preſently he finds himſelf well and 
the Pock appears, riſes, turns, and goes off with- 


out any more Illneſs or Pain, ſave what the 


burning and ſoreneſs of the Pock may Occaſion 
to him, or ſome external Fever in the Fleſh 
without any in ward one. For the firſt ſix Days 


I have found the Iſſues opened very little; and 


ſeem'd to vent but little; yet in ſome Bodies 
more than in others *; but as the Fever comes 
on, and the Pock begins to appeat in the Skin, 
the Inciſions of their own accord begin to open 
and diſcharge; and as the Pock fills and ripens, 
the Iſſues every Day widen and run more and 
more, till at the turning of the Pock the ſurth 
or ſeventh Day, they come to their fulleſt flow- 
ing; and after two Days more they gradually 
decreaſe and abate, and quickly heal of them 
ſelves under the ſame dreſſing of Cabbage · leaf, 
which had before drawn them. So gentle aud 

felt is Nature in this its own Work, with- 


per. 
out the Aſſiſtance of Medicine ordinarily, and 


almoſt any need of Nurſing. Neither is there need 
ſcarce of a Watcher by Night, no more than of a 


* 
— mn —_— * 


* The Author of the Letter from New England [ajs, that upon the 
Doclor s firft' removing his little Pledget; the Sores of the Inciſion 
would ſometimes beal up; and then ſwell, and break out of themſelves 
when the Fever came to be oer; but now the Dr. keeps the Sores conſtant- 
ly open like an Iſſue, by which Means the Fever and other Symptoms are 
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-Nurſe by Day, the Patient feels and eats ſo well 
by Day, and ſleeps ſo well by Night. He rare- 


ly complains of any Pain in his Head, Oppret- 
Non at his Breaſt, fore Throat, or Thirſt; and 
is ſeldom offended with his own Smell. 

But that which is the greateſt Benefit by Ino- 


_ -culation, and indeed the apparent Cauſe of all the 
Eaſe and Sweetneſs experienc d under it, is this, 


that as it moderates the firſt Fever and the Symp- 
toms before the Eruption of the Pock, ſo it 
ſeems totally to prevent the ſecond Fever, at the 
turning of it, which is the fatal Thing and Time 
unto ſo many: The evident Reaſon whereof is, 
becauſe the Oz/ or putid Matter that ſhould be 
the Fuel within the Body for the Flame or Fe- 
ver keeps running out from Day to Dayat the 
Inciſions: And beſides, the Body not being 
coverd with the Pock, and conſequently not 
with Scabs (and Corruption under the ſame) 


when the Pock turns; as it has enjoy'd a free 


Perſpiration by- the Pores, ſo there is no foul 
Maſs upon it to return in, and mix with the 
Juices and Blood; by which it is that in the con- 
fluent and fluxy Sort, the Body is tainted a ſe- 
cond Time, as well as the Perſpiring (ſo neceſ- 


fary unto Life) is prevented. The Conſequence 


of this again is exceeding happy to the Inocula- 
lated, which is, that they have no After- blains 
and Bois upon their Bodies, which are ſo fre- 
ger and terrible after the ſuffering of the Small 

oxinthe confluent Kind : The Reaſon where- 
of is apparent, namely, becauſe the Iſſues keep 
open and running at and after the turning of the 

n 0 Pock, 
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Pock, and ſo diſcharge freely and fully all the ill 
Ferment or Humour, which if it were in Part 
retain'd in the Body would cauſe Swellings and 
Boils *. So that whereas there is in the other 
Way very often a return in of ſome of the ejected 
Poiſons, which taints the Blood again; ſo here 


is an eaſy, gentle, perpetual flow out, with a conti - 


nued Perſpiration of the Body, which prevents 
after Boils, as well as the kindling any preſent 
conſuming Flame within the Patient. 

It is now ſome Months, four or five, ſince 
many of the Inoculated are come abroad, and 
they find neither Boil nor Sore upon them; but 
are in as good a State of Health as ever they en- 
joy'd in their Life: Nay ſome have Gund a 
much better Complexion and Stomach than 
ever they had before; and particularly my own 
Child has found ſo thro' the Fayour of God. 

I can tell tooofa Woman in the Weakneſdof 
Child-bed, who eight Days after her Delivery 
came under the Inoculation to avoid the Small 
Pox the common Way, God ſending it then 
into the Houſe where ſhe was; and tho ſhe had 
many more Puſtules than is uſual in this Method, 
yet ſhe went chearfully thro the Viſitation, and 
even gain'd Strength while the Pock roſe to as 
fine and large a Head, of the diſtin& Kind, as. 
I ever ſaw. 2926 12221 7 

When the Patient in the common Way of 
Infection would have but few Puſtules, he has to 

n The Sores continue running ſometimes longer than the Prſtules remain» 
even ſome Days after the Patient goes abroad, but then they dry up ef 
themſelves with Eaſe and ad EA from New England, p. be 

| ; 


ſ 


(28) 
be ſureifewer, under the Inocnlation : When 
he would elſe be exceeding full, it greatly abates 
and lefſens the Number of the Pock; and 
when it would be the confluent and fluxy Kind, 
we have all the Reaſon in the World to think 


that it prevents the ſame, and brings on a 47- 


flint Sort; which Sort has but little Danger 
attending it in the common Way of Infection, 
and which only are proper to the Inoculation, 
according to the Account given by the Gentle- 
men from the Levant. Sometimes the Inocu- 
lated, whom I have ſeen, have had a large and 
angry Pock, and a good Number of em too; 
fomerimes when there have not been many, I 
have-obſcrv'd ſome of thoſe that have appear d 
and riſen for two or three days, to /ink away 
and 'dilappear 5 yet have they created no fever- 
iſh-Diſorder when they have done ſo, which 
looks as if they diſcharged and vented them- 
ſelves by the Inciſions. Once I found a young 
Man under the Inoculation full enough to have 
given Diftreſs and Danger, as I apprehended, but 


His chearfal Eye and Smiles immediately put 


nigout of Pain; profeſſing to me that he felt 
Himſelf ſo well within, that were it ſafe or pro- 
pers he thought he could go about his world)y 

inelsas well as ever in his Life. In others, 
their Fever has been high and burning in the 
Ficfh, whith inwardly they have found no Diſ. 


order, neither in Head nor Breaſt, but could 
breath and Heep even as if in Health, or next 
I tholdly profeſs, concerning as many 281 


have 


. 
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have ſeen under the Inoculation, even when 
their Pock came to the Height, ſcarce the 
Smell of Sickneſs has paſſed on them, in Corn- 
iſon of what others undergo in the common 
Way. In ſome the Iſſues ſcarce ſmell at all, 
ſo much as to them that dreſs em. It has 
ſeem'd to me nothing more than what a Cab- 
bage-leaf upon a common Iſſue muſt needs 
cauſe at the end of twenty four Hours. Where 
the Patient wotild have many Pock in the com- 
mon Way, and conſequently have the more 
under the Inoculation, there the Iſſues muſt 
be @ppoſed to run the more. Where the PA. 
tient is fulleſt under the Inoculation, I affirm, 
I could never ſmell their Iſſues at their Bed- ſide; 
no, not when I have lean'd over their Bed on 
purpoſe to do it. Yet certainly the Iſſues do 
ſinel! more or leſs, as the degree of the Diſ- 
temper is upon the Patient. And where the 
Infection is taken the common Way, and the 
confluent Kind comes in the Eruption, there 
the Iſſues, you may well think, find much 
more to vent, and the Diſcharge is more noi- 
ſome; like the running of the fluxy Kind. But 
at the worſt, even in this Caſe, the Hours ex- 
cepted wherein Kidneys have been ſometimes 
applied to Neck or Feet; it is nothing, that I 
could ever find or hear, in compariſon of that 
prodigious Stench which is ſo common for ma- 
ny Days together under the fluxy Sort, where- 
in one can hardly bear the Rooms. | 
It therefore appears to me one of the bold- 
> Impoſitions on out Senſes and Reaſon, that 
I has 
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has heen attempted ſince the Day wherein Tran. 
ſubſtantiation was obtruded and forced upon 
the Chriſtian World, to bear us down, as ſome 
would, That the Inoculation has causd the 
dreadful Malignity and Infection which has 
been in the Town. To ſay this to Us, who 
have been call'd from Day to Day to the many 
noxious Chambers, each of which have had 
Poiſon enough in em to have ſpread the Town 
over, and which have been continually, by 
Day and Night, filling the Air with Infection, 
by the Chimneys and Doors, till at laſt the. 
Windows have been thrown open too, upon 
the Soul's leaving the corrupted Body, — re- 
quires an Aſſurance indeed! Our Neighbours 
muſt forgive us, if we contemn it as a moſt 
fooliſh Opinion, and ridiculous Imputation. 
We muſt call it fo, if not worſe; or we muſt 
forego our Senſe, and the common Under- 
ſtanding which God has given us. On the 
contrary, I muſt conſtantly think that the In- 
oculation has been an Abatement, and Pre- 
vention of the greater Malignity that would 
have been by more of the confluent and fluxy 
Sort. Beſides, in fact, the Malignity and 
Mortality has not been now ſo great, in pro- 
portion to our preſent Numbers, as it was 
three and forty Vears ago, when in about 
fourteen Months, we are told eight hundred 
People died of it; which I ſuppoſe was a 
greater Mortality, than if eighteen hundred had 
died of it now. Some who were-then Adult, 
tell me what great Numbers were then buried 
| | in 
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in a Week: Families were then deſolated and 


broken up, and the very Fleſh rotted off the 
Bones of ſome. And we at laſt find too, by 


ſad Experience, that they underſtood as well 


the managing the Diſtemper then, as we do 
now: For when the Malignity comes to a 
Height, we find that we know very little or 


nothing what to do. 

Nor does it appear to me at all reaſonable 
to think, that what the Iſſues of the Inocu- 
lated do diſcharge, is at all malignant like what 


is vented by a fluxy maturated Pock, and after 


it turns, and lies ſtinking on the Body: It is 
not filthy and putid, that ever I ſaw, like the 
running Pock : It has not the Time to come 
to the Venom of that before it is thrown out, 
and then it is immediately taken away ; and 
conſequently, as it arrives to no ſuch Malignity 
and Infection, ſo it can communicate none ſuch. 
Much has been ſaid too, and dark Hints 
given at Times, about the purple Spots in the 
Skin, or blewiſh Stains which have been up- 
on many, and commonly are the ſure and fa- 
tal Signs of their approaching Death. But as 
theſe are ſpoken of by them that have wrote 
of the Small Pox before our Days; ſo I very 
much queſtion whether the Bodies which I 
have ſeen fo ſtained, do yield any malignant 
Infection equal to the corrupted and noiſom 
Bodies of others that lie and putrify under the 
fluxy Kind. I am ſure, to my Senſes they have 
not at all ſeem d equally noxious. And when 


A Maitlang's Obſervations ſeem to oppoſe th 5 Reaſoning, p. 26, 228, 
Vid. Introduct. p. 15. 8 8 


I rea- 
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reaſon upon the Cauſe of theſe Stains in the 
Skin, it ſeems generally to be the Suppreſſion 
of the Pock under it, which wants to come 
freely forth, but being obſtructed by the Stag. 
nat iom of the Blood, it riſes no higher than to 
diſcolour the Skin; which tho it may well argue 
more Malignity within, and may give a more 
poiſonous Breath to the Parient while he lives, 
yet methinks the Pores of the Body do by no 
means breath our the like Malignity, as if the 
Pock riſes, and breaks, and ſtinks. How the 
Gaſe may be in Spotted Fevers, I know nor, 
and whether I am right in what I have here 
advanced, I ſubmit to the Phypeians, and am 
ready to ſtand cotrected by their Judgment. 

There yet remains three or four Things, 


which have occurred to me, which I tifink 


meet to obſerve or relate. 

One is, That I am at len tives in the 
Opinion, that thoſe Perſons: who had taken 
the Infection before they were Inoculated, yet 
were greatly ſervd in their Sickneſs by the 
running of their Iſſues, which vented much 
of the inflammatory Matter that would have in- 
creas d theit Fevers. Some, who have recover d, 
have thought ſo! themſelves, and ſo have all a> 
bout them. And as to the Gentlewoman that 


died, her Husband hes told me, that in his 


Opinion the Jogiſians did much toward the 
preſerving his Wife ſo long and fo far as ſhe 
was preſery'd;. thro': her fore Viſitation. 7 
Nextly, I would obſerve, That in caſe the 
Infection be taken the common un, and the 
x Eruption 
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Eruption would not have been in ſome Weeks; 
as we certainly know that it will lie in the Bo- 


dy ſometimes a Month before it breaks out; 


yet the infected Perſon coming under the In- 
oculation, it will bring on the Diſtemper at the 
uſual Time of ſeven or eight Days. Not on- 


ly the Reaſon, but the Neceſlity of this ſeems 


very plain; and it accounts for a Difficulty 
with ſome, which is, Why the Sickneſs comes 
at the Period proper to the Inoculation, and 
yet it proves the confluent Kind, which is not 


_ to it. 
lately met with a Treatiſe on the Small 


Pox, wherein the Author advances this Rule 


or Maxim, © That all venomous Particles do 
ce firſt enter the Body thro the Pores of the 


Skin, and ſo croud into the Humonrs and 


“ Juices, and thence into the ſanguine Parts. 
From hence he accounts why the Face and 


Hands and Feet are uſually fulleſt of Pocks, 


« becauſe thoſe Parts of the Body are more o- 

« pen and expoſed, for the Admiſſion or En- 
< trance of thoſe venomons Particles. 

I carry'd on the Hypotheſis in my own Mind 
a little farther, by that Modern Obſervation 
which has been made, of a Multitude of Ani- 
malcules on every Puſtule of the Small Pox: 
Theſe they tell us their Glaſſes have diſcover'd ; 
and that our common Infection is by Swarms 
of theſe. If fo, methought theſe living mi- 
nute Particles, theſe animated Atoms, if I might 


ſo ſpeak, may much more eaſily find their way 
E into 
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into our Pores, and ſo into our Bodies, than 
if they were inanimate. | 

But if one Hypotheſis or other may be at 
all admitted, with this farther and moſt rea- 
ſonable Thought upon them, that theſe ve- 
nomous Particles or Animalcules do alſo flow 
into our Noſtrils, Throat and Blood, by our 
Breath; then may they not give us a Reaſon, 
why the Small Pox communicated by Inciſions 
in the way of Inoculation, does not produce ſo 
many Pock, and ſuch a Flame and Corruption 
in the Body, as in the common Way-of In- 
fection it ordinarily does? Becauſe in this Way 
not ſo many enter, nor immediately into ſuch 
Parts of Hazard and Diſtreſs, as in the Noſ- 
trils, Throat and Inwards? —— But I pretend 
not to argue, on Principles or Premiſes, which 
are themſelves uncertain 3 and lie open to ma- 

ny Objections which I could never anſwer. 
I will only add upon all, a plain, but to me 
pleaſing and informing Diſcourſe I lately had 
with a poor Negro, whom I found at Work 
where I made a Viſit, and the Gentleman of 
the Houſe told me the Fellow had been Ino- 
culated in his own Country. Whereupon I put 
ſeveral Queſtions to him; in anſwer to which, 
he told me, That he livd in a great Town 
“ in his own Country, and when the Small 
Pox came into it, they did what they could 
to prevent the ſpreading of it; that the Fa- 
* milies that were firſt 'viſited, uſually died a- 
«« mong them; but when the Sickneſs got in- 
| A cc to 


of us may do, he told 


(35) 
© to five or ſix Houſes, ſo that the People 
„began to deſpair of being able to ſtop it, 
& then all who had not had it went preſently 
e and receiv'd. it in the Way of Inoculation, 
« (as we call it) and that not one more died 
cc of it thro the whole Town. | 

„We do not ſtay therefore (ſaid he) till 
« the Town be infected, and People have ma- 
« ny of them got the Sickneſs within them, 
« and then go and take it; but a whole Place 
cc takes it in a Week, and are well in a Week. 
(I uſe but ſome of his Words here, giving the 
true Senſe of what he ſaid to me.) 

He went on in anſwer to the Queſtions 1 
put to him, and told me, That he never 
* knew of any Blains or Boils following this 
te Practice, in his Country; that as to himſelf 
e none had troubled him, any more than what 
* others are ſubje&t to; and that he never 
heard of any Body's having it again, in his 
“Country. But, to prove that his Country- 
men think themſelves as , re from it as any 
That ſometimes. 
« when young Men among them wanted to 
« g0 a Trading two or three hundred Miles 
e off, but were afraid becauſe they had not 
ce yet had the Small Pox, it was common for 
e them to enquire where it was, and go to 
the Place, and be Inoculated, and then 
00 go and Trade any where without Fear. 
When I ask d him, (what I did not at all ſup- 
poſe he could inform me in) How his Coun- 
trymen came into the Knowledge of this 
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TEST: 
of giving the Small Pox ? and how long it had 
been among them? He told me he knew no- 
thing of thofe Things; he ſuppos d it was long 
before he was born; and no doubt but God 
told it to poor Negroes to ſave their Lives ; 
for they had not Knowledge and Skill as we 
have. | | 

'Tis poſſible I may be ridicul'd for telling 
this /aple Story, but I think it very pertinent, 
and much to the purpoſe here ; and whoſoeyer 
ſeeks the Truth, and deſires to be informed, 
will not deſpiſe it. And he that has learnt a- 
ny thing as he ought, has this to be willing 
to learn of the pooreſt S/ave in the Town. 

Upon the whole, I do not think that I at 
all go out of my Line in the preſent Eſſay. 
The plain Intent of it is to ſerve unto the pre- 
ſervingof Life, and to miniſter unto the Com- 
fort of Families. This is a Care beſeeming 
me, or any one elſe, if it be manag'd with 

Modeſty and Decency. My Care to do it fo, 
is I think, viſible enough in the preſent Writ- 
ing. I have avoided any Appearance of ſeem- 
ing learned in Phy/ick. I am not: Nor ſhall 
I matter it at all, if I have betray'd my Igno- 
rance therein. I write with another Deſign, 
and if that be anſwer d, I have all my Deſire; 
or if it be rejected with Scorn, and revil'd, I 
ſhall be ſatisfied in hit, That I have again en- 
deavoured the Good of this People. 
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Religious $cruples againſt Ixocul Ar 
the SMALL Pox, 


In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


8 1 R, | 
HE new Method of receiving the 
Ar! Small Pox by Inciſion (or Inoculati- 
= IF 8 tion as tis commonly call'd) has been, 
SZZD \ou know, the Subject not only of 
plentiful Diſcourſe, but of angry Debate, and 
fierce Contention among us in this Town. And 
it is a very unhappy Circumſtance attending us 
here, that almoſt every thing that is now done 
or doing among us, if it be at all of a publick 
Nature, creates Heats and Animoſities. I am 
in hopes our good People will by and by be ſen- 
ſible of the Folly and Miſchief of this, and 


TO THE 


come to ſuch a Temper as will ſuffer them to 


differ from one another, without being angry 
with one another. In the mean time, I hope 
that the People in other Towns where the Di- 
ſtemper has made its Entrance, will preſerve a 

, | | better 
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better Temper, if any among them ſhould put 

this Method into Practice. 
However ſome among us may appear againſt 

it out of Party and Prejudice, or make an En- 
ine of it to ſerve Deſigns, not friendly to the 

3 and true Intereſt of the Place, yet there 

are many who are conſcientiouſſy averſe to it, I 
believe; and, if theſe preſerve the Meekneſs of 
M iſdom, they are (as a very Reverend Perſon 
has lately ſaid of them) greatly to be com- 
mended and honoured, in that they will not 
act againſt a doubting Conſcience. 

I perceive that the Scruples and Objections 
commonly offer d by People here, have ſuch 
a Force upon your Mind, as keeps you from 
going into this Method which may be your 
Safety and Preſervation. Now Friend ſbip, 
(the Offices of which ſhould be ſacredly re- 
garded by us,) obliges me to attempt to re- 
lieve and help you, in a Matter wherein 
your Life, ſo precious in it ſelf, and deſerv- 
edly dear to me, is ſo much concerned. 

For Satisfaction about the Safety of this 
Method in an ordinary Way of Providence, 
together with the Eaſineſs of it, I refer you 
to the Obſervations on it made and publiſh'd 
by the Reverend Mr. Colman ; of the greateſt 
Part of which Matters of Fact by him related, 
I have my ſelf been an Eye; witneſs. 

But that which you want Satisfaction about 
is, the Scruples and Objections of a conſcien- 
tions or religious Nature, which are common- 
ly offer d by People againſt this Method. Theſe, 
I ſhall endeayour to anſwer and reſolye, as 
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am able, in a few Words; and if "WP afford 
you any Light or Satisfaction reſpecting the 
ſame, you may communicate them to whom 
you pleaſe; and if it ſhould be thought worth 
while-to make them publick, I think none can 


cenſure me for ſtarting out of my Line, or 


medling with what is none of my Buſineſs, ſince 
the Thing I am now upon relates to Religion 
and Conſcience. | 
O5. r. One great Thing urg d againſt this 
Practice is, That it is not lawful for me to make 
10 ſick when I am well: Or voluntarily 


ing a Diſtemper upon my ſelf. 


Anſ. To bring Sickneſs upon one's ſelf for 


its own ſake, is what no Man in his right Wits 
would do. But to make my ſelf ſick in ſuch 
a Way, as may probably ſerve my Health, and 


fave my Life, and with ſuch a Defgn, is cer- 


tainly fitting and reaſonable, and therefore law- 


ful. This is every Day practis d among People 
without any Scruple, in Purges and Vomits, 
and other Things in medical Uſe. Now, if 
I may lawfully make my ſelf ſick by taking 
ſomething in at my. Mouth, wh not by put- 
ting ſomething in at my Arm? Or, if I may 
lawfully make my ſelf ſick for one Day, why 
not for fαπ ] Days or more, as the Caſe may 
require? Aye, but this is to bring a Diſtemper 
upon my ſelf. I think it can hardly be caltd 


bringing it upon my ſelf, when the Caſe is ſo 


with me, (not having had the Diſtemper, and 
living in an infected Air) that I can't but expect 
to undergo it in a yery little time, I know in- 
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deed God can preſerve me from the Infection; 
but when my Neighbours all round me are vi- 
dited, I know of no Warrant that any particu- 
lar Perſon has to expect an extraordinary Pre- 


ſeruation. He that has no Reaſon to think, 


but that he is as liable to the mall Pox as other 
People are, and yet keeps in the Way of it, ex- 
petting that God will preſerve him untouch'd, 
however ſome may give it the Name of "Truſt, 
and Faith;and the like, I cannot but look upon 
it and call it Preſiunption. In ſhort, I cant but 
think, when J am in ſuch Circumſtances, that I 
can neither rationally nor warrantably expect to 
eſcape the Diſtemper, that it is hen law ful for 
me to bring upon my ſelf a leer Degree of it, 
to prevent a greater. Tl put the Caſe thus, If 
I have not had the Sn Pox, it is to be ſup- 
poſed, there is in my Body, what Tll call the 
Fuel of that Diſtemper, and there only wants 
the lighting of a Spark to ſet this Fuel on burn- 
ing. The Air I breath in is full of theſe 
Sparks; and I may expect every Breath I fetch 
to draw ſome of them in: If now it appears 
upon daily Experience, that by making an Inci- 
ſion in my Arm, and letting the Spark in that 
May, the Fuel will burn with leſs Fierceneſs 
and conſequently Danger, why may'nt I take 
it in that Way? Why muſt I necds ſtay till it 
comes in at my Mouth or Noſtrils, or thro 
ſome of the porous Parts of my Body? For 
my Part, I think the Law of Self-Pre/ervation, 
wnich is God's Law, requires me to take this 
Method of Safety, whereby (to uſe the apt 
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Words of another,) the Diſcaſe is, thro God's 


common Bleſſing, happily converted into a 


Remedy. 
Obj. 2. But ought we not to wait God's 
time for it? 


Anſ. J think then is the Time Providence 
calls me to this Method of Safety, when I am 
in imminent and zzmediate Danger of the Di- 
ſtemper the other Way. Should any one go 
into the Practice of Inoculation, out of a Bra- 
vado, without his being in known hazard of 
the Diſtemper by the common Way of Infec- 
tion, I ſhould not think it warrantable. But 
then is God's time for us to uſe Means of Safe- 
ty, when we arc in apparent Danger of any 
deadly or deſtructive Evil. | | 

O5. 3. But tis objected again, Can we not 
truſt Cod? 

Anſ. ] ſuppoſe every Body will allow that the 
Uſe of Means is not inconſiſtent with Truſt in 
God; and why there can't be Truſt in God in 
the Uſe of this Means, as well as other, I can- 
not Imagine. 

Obj. 4. But, it is a going from God to 
Man. | 

Anſ. How! can't we make Uſe of Men and 
Means in a Time of Danger without going 
from God? If any, like Aſa, look to the PH. 
ſician, and not to the Lord, they are very irre- 
ligious and profane therein. But if any do 
principally and in the firſt Place ſeek to God, 
may they not then innocently and lawfully make 


uſe of the beſt human help the Providence of 
£ vo God 
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God affords them ? I muſt profeſs and declare 
on the Part of many of the Inoculated, that they, 
and their Friends concern'd forthem, have gone 
into the Practice with many Prayers to God, and 
other ſuitable Expreſſions of Truſt and De vo- 
tion. 

Oi. 5. But ſtill ſome ſay, this Practice looks 
to them, like 7aking God's Work out of his 
Hand. 

Anſ. Indeed this Diſtemper can arreſt none 
without a Commiſſion from God. But yet it is 
not inflicted by God's immediate Hand; we re- 
ccive it in a natural Way, and by Means of ſe- 
cond Cauſes; and this we do in the Way of In- 
oculation, as well as of common Infection. If 
we have the Small Pox in either of theſe Ways, 
it is ſtill the Work of God: For all the ſecond 
Cauſes depend on and act under Him the firſt 
Cauſe. And, the Application of Means natu- 
tural for this or that End, is it not an Appli- 
cation to the God of Nature? If God does nor 
co operate by his actual Providence can the Ef- 
fect be produc d? For, who is he that ſaith, 
and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord command. 
eth it not £ What is there of the Hand or Pow- 
er of Man in this Work, after the Inciſion is 
made and the Matter apply'd ? The Work is till 
left with God, and we muſt wait upon him for 
his actual Influence and Bleſſing, even as the 
Husbandman does for the Rain and Sun: ſhine of 
Heaven, after the Seed is thrown intothe Earth. 
 Oby. 6. But the Small Pox is a Fudgment 
of God, ſent to puniſh and humble us for our 
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our Sins; and what ſhall we ſo evade it, and 


think to turn it away from us? 
Anſ. I fully agree to it, that it is a ſore 
Judgment of God upon us for our Sins, 
which we have much deſervd: And it is 
greatly to be lamented that it has no better 
Effect upon the Hearts of Men. — But is it 
unlawful to uſe Means for our Preſervation 
from a deſolating Judgment? Eſpecially, if at 
the very time that God ſends the Judgment, 
he ſhews us a Way to eſcape the Extremity 
and Deſtruction at leaſt, if not the Touch of 
it. If a gracious God ſhews us ſo much Mer- 
cy as this under the Judgment, does it become 
us to put it away from our ſelves, or rather 
ſhould we not accept it with Adoring Thankful- 
neſs ? If this Town was to ſuffer an Inundati- 
on, that would be a more terrible Judgment 
than this, and we ſhould look upon it too as a 
righteous Puniſhment for our Sins; yet would 
any. refuſe to make uſe of a Boat, or a Plank 
that might providentially come in his Way, 
thinking that to do it would be a criminal Eya- 
ding the Judgment? I tro not. 

O5. 7. But, ſome have ſaid to me, This 
Method tends to take off the Fears of this Di- 


ſtemper from the Minds of People; and who 


knows of what ſpiritual Advantage theſe 


Fears might be to them? 


In Anſwerto this I would ask, whether God 
cannot make the Mercy of their Preſervation 
and Recovery in this Way, of ſpiritual Advan- 
tage to them alſo, and by that /ead them to 
F 2 Repen- 
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Repentance? And, I truly hope, the Sal vati- 
on of God beſtow d upon ſome in this Way, 
as well as the other, will have a gracious ſanc- 
tifying Effect upon them, under che powerful 
working of the Spirit of Grace. I was glad 
to ſcethe ſerious Frames ſome of them were in 
at the very time; how much affected they 
1ſcem'd to be with the Favour of God to them 
what a good Profeſſion of holy Reſolution 
ſome of them made. And I would take this 
Opportunity to call upon them from God to 
remember the ſame, and to be daily performing 
their Vows. 

Obj. 8. Some Object againſt the Praclice be- 
cauſe of the unhappy Conſequences of it among 
us; the Feuds and Contention, Sin and Mi iſ 
chief that it has occaſion'd,— 

Anſ. Of this, I hope, I am a mournful 
Spectator; and it has made me ſundry times 
ready to take up that Wiſh, Oh that I had 
Wings like a Dove] And I muſt freely declare, 


that I look upon that Spirit of Party and Divi- 


ſion that is reigning among us, to be a ſorer 
Judgment of God upon us, than the Diſtemp- 
er which has ſo diſtrets'd us. But yet, I am far 
from thinking, that the Badneſs of the thing in 
its ſelf is to be argued or infer d from this E 
fect of it. For docs not the ſame Effect attend 
many other things unqueſtionably good in them- 
ſelves; ſuch as the building of Houſcs for the 
Worſhip of God, the Choice of Miniſters, and 
of Perſons to ſerve in the State, &c. Nay, the 
ery preaching of the Goſpel in the World, 
though 
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tho it be the Goſpel of Peace, and the Goſpel 
of Salvation too, has been, and is, acciden- 
tally, through the Corruption of Men's Hearts, 
and under the Influence of the envious Enemy 
of Mankind, the Occaſion of all this ; accord- 
ing as our Saviour has foretold that it would be, 
ſaying, as Mat. x. 34, 35. Think not that I am 
come to ſend Peace on Earth: I came not to 


ſend Peace, but a Sword. For 1 am come to ſet 


a Man at Variance againſt his Father, and the 
Daughter againſt her Mother, and the Daugh- 
ter-in-law againſt her Mother-in-law. And a 
Man's Foes ſhall be they of his own Houſe. 
O5. 9. Some frame an Objection againſt 
this Practice, from the Decrees of God. They 
ſay that God has predetermin'd and fixed the 
Period of every one's Life,beyond whichnothing 
ſhall protract it; ſo that if his Time be come, 
Inoculation will not ſave the Perſon's Life. 
Anſw. But this Argument may as well be 
urg d againſt the Uſe of a// Phy/ick, nay, even 
of Food, as againſt this Practice. I truly believe, 
as my Bible teaches me, that God has fix'd the 


Period of every one's Life; but I alſo believe 


that he has done it with 2 Regard to Second 
Cauſes, or that Courſe of Nature which he has 
eſtabliſh'd; the End and Means are determin'd 
together. He that has fix d in his own Counſel 
how long we ſhall live, has alſo determin'd, that 
by ſuch and ſuch Means, our Lives ſhall be 
continued to that Period of Time. And how 
does any. one know, but this is to be the ap- 
pointed Means, of their Preſervation in Life? 
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0j. 105, Some have ask d, Whether we 
could aſſure them their Lives in this May? 
 Anſw. It is ſtrange that any ſhould put the 
Queſtion! when there is none can give the Al 
ſurance of this, not in the moſt innocent and 
common Means, that ate every Day made uſe 
of: Why then ſhould they demand it in 7his ? 
I know of one who dicd under a Vomit. An- 
other, whom I alſo knew, died, by pulling out 
a Tooth ; the blecding at the Gums, after the 
Extraction of the Tooth could not be ſtopt, 
and in a few Hours he died. And for my own 
part, as much as I am now for Inoculation, I 
am not at all ſhy to ſay, that a Perſon may miſ- 
carry under it: For God is Sovereign, and will 
keep us in a Dependence upon him, in the Uſe 
of all Means. But if it be ſafe, under the com- 
mon Bleſſing of God, that is ſufficient to war- 
rant me to venture upon it, when there is Oc- 
caſion. Nay, if one in an hundred ſhould die 
in this Way, while there is Demonſtration (as 
there then would be) that it is ten times as ſafe 
as the common Way of Infection: This, I hum- 
bly conceive, would be ſufficient to juſtify my 
going into it: Tho'I muſt confeſs, in this Par- 
ticular, I was once of another Mind. 

Obj. 11. But ſuppoſe I ſhould die in the 
Way of Inoculation, would it not make a dying 
Hour very dark to me, to think that I usd 
Means to bring it upon my ſelf ? 
Anſcv. This is a Queſtion, I muſt confeſs, has 
been the moſt affecting to me, of any that have 
related to this Matter. But after the moſt ſe- 
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rious Conſideration I have beſtow'd upon it, I 
thus think ; If a Perſon ſhould die under Ino- 
culation, he dies in the Uſe of the moſt /zke/y 
Means he knew of, to ſave his Life in a Timeof 
common Peril; he dies then in the Way of Du- 
ty, and ſo in God's May: If the Bleſſing is de- 
ny d, he muſt humbly reſign this his frail Life, 
unto the God of it, Looking for the Mercy of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life. 
Obj. 12%, There is one Thing more ſaid a- 
gainſt this Practice, which I am loth to take 
Notice of, becauſe of the Prophaneſs of it; but it 
being ſo frequently in the Mouths of People, I 
cannot but name it. Tis this, That it is origi- 
nally from the Devil. 
Anſw. Sure this is the Effect of Tranſ- 


port! I will return a better Anſwer to it 


than it deſerves: If it be a Method of Safety, 
and a Benefit to Mankind, as hitherto it appears 
to be, how came the Devil to be the Author 
of it? Was he ever a Benefactor to Mankind? 
No: But he is a Murderer from the beginning. 
Every Age of the World produces ſome new 
and uſeful Diſcoveries, in one Profeſſion, Art 
and Science or another: And, if this Diſcove- 
ry be reſery'd for our Day, why ſhould it not 
be accepted in all Places with all Thankful- 
neſs ? In a Word, I cannot but think it's Ori- 
ginal derived elſewhere, becauſe my Bible 


teaches me, that every good and perfect Gift 


comes down from the Father of Lights. 
As to that Objection, of the Danger of o. 
thers catching the Diſtemper from the Ingtula- 
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ted; there deeds only this to be ſaid, That as 
tis to be ſupposd, the Practice will not be gone 
into till the Danger of Infection becomes com- 
mon in a Place, ſo there may be Methods eaſi- 
ly taken, to prevent its hazarding of others that 
can't yet come into it. And I think there 
ought to be a prudent Care in this reſpect. 

Thus, Sir, I have freely given you my 
Thoughts about this Practice, ſo much ſpo- 
ken againſt. I muſt now leave you to judge for 
your ſelf, praying God to ſhew you his Way. 
If you come into the Practice, I know you will 
not do it in carnal Security; for that may pro- 
voke God to deny the Bleſſing, And, if God 
pleaſe to give it the deſir d Succeſs, you'll reli- 
viouſly give Glory to him, not only for deli- 
vering you from Death, but for ſaving you 
from ſuch a Bed of Corruption, as others have 
many Weariſome Days and Nights appointed 
them in; you'll think your ſelf the more ob- 
En to thank and praiſe your kind Phyſician, 

mean, the Great One,) who has wrought 
your Cure by ſo gentle a Method. 

I have no more to add, but my Prayers, that 
you and I may be made meet for, and, in God's 
Time, brought ſafe to, that World, where there 
ſhall be no more Sickneſs, nor any more Death; 
where Sin, and all the penal Conſequences of 
it, ſhall be done away for ever. I am, 


#-. 
Bofton, Tour hearty Friend, 
Nov. 20. 1721. and Servant. 
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